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E lements of F i c t ion 
Important Terms and Definitions 

 
 

My elements of fiction test is on______________________________________. 
 
 
E lements of Plot  
 

P lot -The ____________ or sequence of events in a story.  

_____ __ ___ ____ __ -A Tool used to Keep track of the parts of plot.  

expos i t ion -The ________ part of the plot where the characters and __________ 

are introduced.  

Confl i ct / Problem -The Struggle that triggers the action of the story; can be person 

versus person, society, nature, self, or fate.  

Sett ing -The time and place in which the action of the story occurs; the 

where and the when.  

R is ing Act ion -The series of ____________ or struggles that build the story 

towards the climax.  

C l imax -The ____________ ____________ in the story where tension is at its 

highest.  

Fal l ing Act ion -Tension is decreasing—all of the loose ends are being tied up and 

the conflict and the problem(s) are being ______________.  

Reso lut ion -Comes after the falling action and brings the story to a 

_______________ ________________.  
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P lot D iagram 

E lements of Confl i ct 
Every plot has a conflict. A plot’s conflict is the problem that triggers the action. There are five main types 
of conflict:  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Person Vs. 

Person - A problem arises with another character. 

- Examples: _________________________________________  

Soc iety - A problem arises with the law or beliefs of 

a group.  

- Examples: _________________________________________ 

Nature - A problem arises with a force of nature such 

as a blizzard or high winds.  

- Examples: _________________________________________ 

Se lf - A problem arises within a character and 

usually has to do with what they should do 

or how they should think.  

- Examples: _________________________________________ 

Fate - A Problem arises with something that seems to 

be uncontrollable.  

- Examples: _________________________________________ 

Exposition 

Conflict 

Rising  
Action 

Climax 

Falling 
Action 

Resolution 
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be uncontrollable.  

- Examples: _________________________________________ 
 

 
Po int of V iew 
Point of View is the vantage point from which a story is told.  There are three main points of view that 
author’s use when telling a story:  
 

F irst Person - The story is told by one of the ___________________. This character 

only knows the thoughts and feelings of himself/herself.  

- The Following pronouns are used: __________________________________.  

Th ird Person - The story is told by a narrator who is not a character in the 

story. This narrator only know the thoughts and feelings of the 

main character.  

- The Following pronouns are used: __________________________________. 

Th ird Person 

Omn isc ient 

- This story is told by a narrator who is NOT a character in the 

story.  

- This narrator is “God-like”, or ____________________ because he/she 

can relate the thoughts and feelings of all characters.  

 

 
E lements of Character: part I 
A character is a person, animal, or imaginary creature that takes part in the action of a story. An author 
can develop a character by showing you the character’s appearance and personality, speech, and behavior, 
thoughts and feelings, and interactions with other characters using the terms below:  
 

 

Narrator 

-The person or character that actually tells the story, gives 

background information, and fills in important details.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________________ 
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Character izat ion -Techniques an author uses to develop the personality of a character.  

d ia lect -A form of language that is spoken in a particular place by a 

particular group of people.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________________ 

d ia logue -Words spoken by a character; found in quotation marks.  

 
E lements of Character: part I I 
 

Stat i c character - A character that stays the same throughout the course of 

the story. He/she does not change or learn a lesson. Also 

referred to as a flat character.  

- Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

Dynam ic Character - A character that changes throughout a story. This character 

learns a lesson from his/her experiences. Also referred to 

as a round character.  

- Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

protagon is t -Usually the main character of the story of whom is central to 

the action.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

Antagon ist -The person, thing, or force working against the protagonist. Also 

referred to as a foil.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

ma in Character -An important character; the story cannot go on without him/her.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

Minor Character -A character that is not important; the story can go on without 
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him/her.  

-Examples: _______________________________________________________ 

 
M is ce l laneous L iterary Terms 
 

genre -A category of _________________ characterized by similarities in 

subject matter 

-includes: realistic fiction, historical fiction, science fiction, fairy 

tales, fantasy, mysteries, horror, sports, romance, etc.  

mood -The __________________ a literary work gives to readers.  

Author’s 

Purpose 

-An author’s reason for creating a piece of work.  

-It may be to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.  

theme -The statement about life the author is trying to teach the 

reader. Also referred to as the _____________ of the story.  

symbol -A person, place, thing, or event used to represent something else. 

-Examples: _______________________________________________________  

style -The way the author used words, phrases, and sentences to 

express him/herself; can include work choice, sentence structure, or 

other literary ideas.  

foreshadowing -When the author gives hints or clues about what will happen later 

in a story.  

flashback -The author interrupts the story to fill in necessary background 

information about the character, setting, or problem.  

 
 


